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PASTORAL MINISTRIES
Hebrews 12:1-3
1Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us
throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us
run with perseverance the race marked out for us. 2Let us fix our eyes on Jesus,
the author and the perfector of our faith, who for the joy set before him
endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the
throne of God. 3Consider him who endured such opposition from sinful men, so
that you will not grow weary and lose heart.
The year 2020 will go down in history as the year the whole world was ravaged
by a virus pandemic (and the pandemic may continue for some time yet). Who
would have thought, in January of this year, that here in Perth we would have to
close church and isolate from each other, and have serious changes to the way
we work (some would even lose their jobs).
During this challenging time, I also want to express my heartfelt concerns for
those who are elderly, and for those who couldn’t participate with church online.
They felt really isolated and greatly missed fellowship. May we all, from this
unprecedented year, have a fresh love and appreciation for Christian
fellowship, and practice what we read in Heb 10:24-25.
But despite all that has happened, we acknowledge God’s sovereignty and how
He is in control making sure everything fits into his plans – even the pandemic is
fulfilling Scripture and preparing the world for the glorious return of Christ. One
thing I am sure of, is that the whole world has been shaken, so that non-Christians
may be awakened from their deathly spiritual sleep and seek Christ before it’s
too late, and that Christians may be challenged to awake from their sleepiness
and live for Christ – Matt 6:33 “But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness”.
Just before the start of the pandemic hitting Australia, I remember really
appreciating God’s timing in our sermon series through the book of Hebrews. On
the two Sundays just before church closed, we considered Hebrews 12:1-3. What
a Scripture! No matter whether there is a pandemic or not, we are called to
persevere in our faith in Christ, and above all things, fix our eyes on Him. What a
most important thing to do. He’s the author of our faith – we look to Him for
salvation; He’s the perfector of our faith – we look to Him to know how to live for
God in this fallen world.
May we all continue to fix our eyes on Jesus, both as individuals and collectively
as a church. I am so glad that part of our new church logo reflects this with the
phrase “fixing our eyes on Jesus”, beneath our name “Basso Church”.

And as we fix our eyes on Jesus, and seek God’s glory, it’s also fantastic that we
are sensing from God that we are to go ahead with the church building
extension. May we support this project with our prayers and finances. But also, as
we have shared before, as the physical build takes place, let us make sure we
are being built up spiritually and becoming more evangelistic, so that the new
chapel may be filled with vibrant believers and people who are being saved.
Amen!
Let me now take the opportunity in this report to thank you for your prayers and
encouragement, for Rod and I and our families. We really appreciate how many
of you ask us how we are going. We are blessed to know that we are loved and
cared for.
We are thankful for our fellow elders, Ken Bruce, Steve Borgogno and Peter
Errington. They are good shepherds of our church, serving under the Great
Shepherd, even our Lord Jesus.
We thank God for our deacons. They faithfully work in many and various
ministries; both of a spiritual and physical nature. We also appreciate their input
at our monthly Board meetings.
We are also thankful for the ministry of Kerry Jacques, our most helpful
administration assistant. With her spiritual gifts and talents, and her dedication to
her work, she helps relieve Rod and I of administrative duties, so that we can be
more devoted to ministry (cf. Acts 6:2, 4).
Next is a summary of some of the key areas of ministry that we have been blessed
to be engaged in over this past year.
Preaching
In our morning services I have continued with a sermon series from the book of
Hebrews. This has now been completed, but may we not forget some of the big
lessons: the blessings of the New Covenant, the ongoing ministry of Jesus as He
intercedes for us before the Throne, and for us to encourage one another and
persevere in our faith.
In our evening service, Rod has mainly been preaching, and doing a wonderful
series through 1 Peter.
May we value the preaching of God’s Word. May we also read God’s Word daily
ourselves, so that we may know His Word and discern what is true. Let’s be aware
of the “erosion” to God’s Word that is occurring in Christendom as key truths are
played down or altered or neglected.

Prayer
It’s been good to see people attending the monthly prayer meetings after our
morning service on the first Sunday of the month; particularly recently, in regard
to the proposed church build. Also, it’s good how we are able to pray for each
other in our home groups.
We, at the church office, pray for you at the start of each work day, and at our
Elders’ meetings, our Board meetings, and during our personal devotional times.
We trust that you may be in prayer for us as well. May we pray for each other.
Thanks to all those who are part of the prayer chain, whether it be through
receiving a text, or getting the prayer request through their landline. It’s been an
invaluable link to each other.
Pastoral Care
There has been a real need to pastorally care for people this year because of
the impact of the pandemic or because of other circumstances. Some of us
have struggled with the pandemic, and others have had life threatening health
issues or relationship issues or other issues. We live in a broken world. May we all
be involved in caring for each other.
We thank the Lord for the generosity of the Lord’s people at Basso. We received
many gifts to help people in our church affected by the pandemic. We were
able to give out many care packages and provide counselling for those who
needed it.
Home Groups
Most of our home groups are presently continuing a Bible series entitled “From
Creation to Christ”. Many of our groups are not far from moving from studies
based on the Old Testament to ones from the New Testament (the timing is
perfect as we approach Christmas).
During the height of the pandemic, we had a break from “Creation to Christ”
and did a series from 1 Peter. We did this because it was timely to look at our
great hope in Christ and how we are to live when things are tough (as they were
at the height of the pandemic). My favourite verses were 1 Peter 1:3-4 “Blessed
be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great
mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection
of Jesus Christ from the dead, to obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and
undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for you”.
In case you are not aware, all our home group studies (past and present) are
available on our web site (www.bassochurch.org.au).

If you are not part of a home group, please consider being part of one, so that
you may be encouraged in the faith. Home groups are also a good place to
bring our non-Christian friends to.
Church Ministries
We thank the Lord for all those who serve Him at Basso. May we love to serve
each other, just as Jesus served us (Mark 10:45).
We thank the Lord for our musicians who play each Sunday, and come and
practice on Thursday night.
We are thankful for Brendan Jacques our secretary, for Graeme Jacques our
treasurer, for the leadership of Steve Borgogno as our Board chairman, for Mitch
Mooy and the others who serve on the sound desk, for those involved in practical
work around the place, and for those who serve the Lord in various ways and in
various ministries.
We also thank the Lord for the Missions Committee and for what they do to run
the Missions Week and the persecuted church programme, and to keep us
informed of those we support in ministry. We thank the Lord for the Building
Committee and all that they do in overseeing the building project.
We thank the Lord for Rod’s leadership and involvement in the youth groups,
Bible School and the Tuesday evening young people’s home group. We are both
very involved in mentoring and discipling other believers.
I am also involved with the following ministries, with Rod assisting where he can.
–
Kids clubs at Eden Hill and Anzac Terrace primary schools
–
Country ministries at Corrigin, Narembeen, Toodyay and Jurien Bay.
–
Aged care ministries at Ascot aged care in Bayswater, Juniper Riverslea in
Mount Lawley, Mertome aged care in Bayswater, and Ritcher Lodge in
Bayswater
–
Easter Fair
–
Carols at the Oval
–
Gospel article for the Echo newspaper
May we be Christ-centred and Gospel-focussed in all our ministries, to the glory
of God.

Other Ministries
Rod is involved in chaplaincy at the Swan Districts football club. His comments
about this ministry are as follows: “I am thankful to the Lord for returning to the
club in this role. I try to catch up with at least one person from the club a week
for a coffee to get to know them as a person. The Lord has opened up many
opportunities to share the Gospel, to gift bibles and share tracts. There is a real
interest in Christianity because many of these guys have never heard of Jesus.”
Praise God for the open door Rod has with Swans and with the schools
connected to the club.
During the year we run two church camps, but this year, we weren’t able to have
our annual Anzac Day long weekend camp at Busselton due to covid-19
restrictions. We are planning to have one next year. However, we were able to
have our Stirls camp a few weeks ago. We had over 50 people come, and we
had a great time of fellowship around God’s Word and a lovely time sharing with
one another and encouraging each other; whether we sat back at the camp
or went on a climb.
We are also part of the monthly Bayswater/Morley/Bassendean ministers’
fraternal for ministers and chaplains in the area. It’s a blessing to have so many
of us as evangelicals.
We would value your prayers about whether we should run this year’s Carols at
the Oval. And if we don’t (or if we do), we look forward to having our own special
Carols service on the evening of Sunday the 20th Dec.
Some Closing Thoughts
We close with these words from Hebrews 13:20-21 “Now the God of peace, who
brought up from the dead the great Shepherd of the sheep through the blood
of the eternal covenant, even Jesus our Lord, equip you in every good thing to
do His will, working in us that which is pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ, to
whom be the glory forever and ever. Amen.
Praise be to the God of peace, who gives us such an amazing peace beyond
compare (Phil 4:7), even during this pandemic. And praise be to God who seeks
to equip us and work in us so that we might please Him and bring glory to Christ.
Your brothers and servants in Christ
Pastor Ian Kirk & Rod Manton

SECRETARY

ADMINISTRATION

Who would have thought at last year’s AGM that 2020 would see a massive
forced change in how we have had to ‘do’ Church and have fellowship
with one another. Thankfully, we have managed to adapt and whilst we
may not all be together, we have still been able to have our various
ministries up and running once restrictions were eased because of the
active “Mission” within our community, and in support of our fellowship. The
following pages include reports from many of these ministries, but here is a
quick overview of what they are.
Youth Ministries
•
Basso Kids (Sunday School for ages 3-15) | Sunday mornings
•
Primary School Kids Clubs (at Anzac Terrace and Eden Hill Primary
Schools) | Tuesdays
•
Teenage Bible Study | Tuesday evenings
•
Junior Youth Group | Friday evenings
•
Teenage Youth Group | Friday evenings
Community Ministries
•
Community and Craft Group | Tuesday mornings
•
The Carpenter’s Workshop | Tuesday afternoons / First Saturday of
the month
•
Door-to Door Ministry (evangelism within Bassendean) |
Wednesday mornings
•
Aged Care Services | at four different Aged Care Centres, each
once a month
•
Old Perth Road Twilight Markets | Stall at each of the five Twilight
Markets in Bassendean
•
Community Events | Easter Fair and Carols at the Oval
Fellowship Ministries
•
Mother’s Bible Group| Monday mornings
•
Home Groups | Monday mornings / Tuesday evenings/
Wednesdays / Thursday evenings
•
Welcoming Team | Sunday morning services
•
Church Choir
•
Visitation and Encouragement Ministry
•
Women to Women | hold events every term
•
Men’s Fellowship | hold events every term
•
Fundraising Committee
•
Missions Committee

FINANCE
Report to be presented at the AGM by the Treasurer, Bro. Graeme Jacques

By the Numbers
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Decrease in Active Members (5 additions, 6 losses)

MUSIC MINISTRY
Leaders – Naomi Haynes (Choir)
Choir
The choir learn and perform songs for some of our church and community
events as well as to introduce new songs to the church. The choir was well
attended in 2019 with many new members and was a wonderful time of
bringing together our musical talents to serve each other and God. The choir is
led by Naomi Haynes and accompanied by a range of our musicians. The
Choir performed at our community Carols and Christmas services last year.
Practise was about to start for an Easter song this year, however needed to
stop due to COVID. It is hoped that the choir will be able to start again shortly.
Music Team
Our music team this year has included Sue Whisson, Jodie Bruce, Kerry
Jacques, Penny Bruce, Trevor Moss, Amy Tozer, David Kirk, Naomi Wheat, Marie
Fiorenza, Jess and Josh Errington and Beth Borgogno. We’ve also enjoyed
having Azariah Felton back on the team, for a short time before he heads back
to California for studies (when restrictions lift). We really are blessed to have this
music team – it’s a big commitment, with practice sessions held on Thursday
evenings, and our musicians rostered on anywhere from three to eight times a
roster! We also really appreciate the support from our worship leaders, and our
sound desk team (headed by Mitch Mooy, who gives so much time in serving
the church in this area).
Earlier in the year, when church was meeting online, our musicians enjoyed a
bit of respite from our busy roster – but oh, it was so good when we could meet
back at church, and for us, playing music together again in church was so
wonderful! We hope you too, enjoy the fellowship we have in meeting face-toface.
Something we’ve started up over the last year, is holding “Music Jam Sessions”
for our young people (14 yrs +), where we enjoy some food together, and then
encourage everyone to pick up an instrument, and join in playing along to
some worship songs. These nights are for any of our young people, regardless of
whether they know how to play an instrument - but they have to try something,
even if it’s just an egg-shaker, or singing along!

The idea for these nights, is to create an environment for our young people to
be involved in music within church. We also have a great time of worship
together. From these nights, we’ve had our young people lead and play music
at evening services, and also have had Beth Borgogno and Jess and Josh
Errington join our music team roster on a regular basis.
Thank you to everyone on our music team – our aim always, is to worship our
great God, and honour Him in what we do through this music ministry.

FUND RAISING COMMITTEE
Committee - Steve & Alana Borgogno, Liina Pittaway, Tracy Hopkins and Flora
MacDonald
Since our last fundraiser event “October Feast”, last year our committee
members took a break due to Covid-19.
It was delightful to see the generosity of our church members who participated
in the October Feast by cooking and contributing their favourite German
dishes and dessert for all to enjoy. We also appreciate our Youth Group who
set up the hall for the event. A special thanks to friends who volunteered to
entertain us and helped us at the event. Also, our sincere thanks to all who
attended and donated towards the building fundraiser which raised $1,652.50.
Before Covid-19, we planned to have fundraising events such as a Karaoke
Night and a May Fete. Although these ideas were postponed until the Covid
restrictions were lifted, we really appreciate Sue Whisson’s efforts to raise $365
from the Tulips sales. We also thank the 23 people who bought the tulips. We
hope you have enjoyed the beautiful colours in your garden.
A very special thanks to Kerry Jacques for promoting the fundraising events in
the church bulletin, website and Facebook.
Since 2016, the fundraising raised $20,317.83 for the building fund which will
benefit future generations.
And also we thank our Wonderful God for all the blessings and support we
have received through our generous church family.
May God bless you all for using your spiritual gifts and talents for His Glory!

YOUTH MINISTRIES
TEEN YOUTH GROUP
Leaders: Rod Manton, Tim Squire, Anthony and Liina Pittaway, Pete Stronach,
Emily Rampellini and David Kirk
Helpers: Thommi Lester, Micah Jacques, Wendy Giblett, Ethan Borgogno,
Marshall Crossley and Liam Glayde
As youth leaders and helpers we believe in the power of the gospel for
salvation, the eternal truth of God’s word and its relevance for us today. We
also believe in the importance of building relationships and that we can have a
fun time as we do all this. In light of this we developed a little motto of Faith,
Friendship, Fun that remind us of the order of our ministry but also the purpose
of our ministry.
A Typical Night
A typical Friday night begins by the leaders meeting in a side room to discuss
the night and pray together. We then play games followed by devotions, some
nights we will split into girls and guys to briefly talk about our weeks and pray for
each other.
Devotions
Pre-Covid we had a great first term looking at who Jesus is and what he has
done in the gospel of Luke. We also had a great camp in Busso where we
considered what it means to not waste our life. Once Covid hit we moved to
Zoom meetings continuing our devotion series but having to change what
games we played and how we did it online. Term 2 we thought about the
impact Jesus has on your life looking at some testimonies in Acts. We were able
to meet face to face again towards the end of Term 2 and began a video
series on decisions we make and how they affect us. Term 3 we then began a
video series on Identity in Christ before then moving into topical subjects with
Q&A.
Church Support
Covid has not had a big impact on our youth ministries, it was encouraging still
meeting online but it was noticeable, like many of us that the youth had screen
fatigue. So it meant that meeting face to face again was fantastic.
We all want to say a big thank you for the Church support and
encouragement over many years. We just ask that you please continue to pray
with us for their salvation, please pray for us leaders and our own walks with the
Lord, please pray that we remain faithful to God’s word and his power to
transform their lives by the good news of Jesus Christ through his Spirit.

Please pray for God to continue to be glorified in all that we do and finally
thank God for the opportunity to love and serve and tell of the good news of
Jesus each Friday night of the term.
The Team
It is awesome to serve with friends. To every one of you I really appreciate your
support and encouragement. Every single thing you do, no matter how big or
small, is incredibly helpful to making each Friday happen. You make it a joy to
lead and serve together. It is also awesome that we are all friends and love
sharing Jesus with these kids.

JUNIOR YOUTH GROUP
Leaders - Jodie Bruce, Wendy Giblett, Sarah McTear, Dave and Kate Powell,
Margaret Rampellini, Emily Rampellini, Peter Stronach, John and Jackie Kirk
Although this year has been a little different, we praise the Lord for being able
to share God’s faithfulness and love through lessons including the events
leading up to Easter, Biblical characters and leaders’ testimonies.
Due to the COVID restrictions, we only met four times in second term but were
very thankful that we could resume at the start of term three (with some
modifications).
On average we have 13 young people attending each week. Seven of our
regular kids are in year 6 and therefore finishing Junior Youth Group at the end
of this year. Many have been coming since they started primary school and we
will miss their input, sense of humour and individual personalities. We would
value your prayers for them as they transition into high school and that the
seeds that have been planted may bear fruit; that they may know how
precious they are to the Lord and in turn, they may come to love and serve
Him. Also, we hope they may continue coming and join the teenage youth
group next year.
We are thankful for the committed leadership team who faithfully minister to
the young people each week by sharing their love for the Lord Jesus. We
appreciate their support and encouragement.
We have been blessed to be a blessing!

OUTREACH
WELCOME MINISTRY
•
•

Donna Chapman: Leader and organiser
Ian Kirk: Manager: Receives a weekly report and follows up on pastoral
roles identified

The Welcome Team is a new ministry for our church, to build on the good work
our church ushers had previously done at Basso Church. For a while, we had
identified a growing need to be more intentional in how we welcome people
into our church services, to create space to be available for people seeking,
and in providing opportunity for people to connect into our church. During our
time of COVID restrictions and church online, we were able to pause and
consider what our ‘new normal’ for welcoming people at church would look
like, when church services were to resume. We used this time to seek people
willing to be involved in this welcoming ministry (through the church survey),
and Donna Chapman was approached to become the leader and organiser
of this team.
In August 2020, the Welcome Ministry started with six teams, plus a number of
people assisting, being available before and after the morning service.
Their purpose is to wholeheartedly welcome all people to Basso Church, in a
manner reflecting God's love and care for people.
The format:
Four-person team weekly – two team members to welcome and to hand out
The Contact and additional flyers. The other two team member's purpose is to
identify new and recently new people - to make these people feel welcome,
offer to seat them in the chapel, and give them a welcome bag. The bag
contains: A Connect Card, with an invitation to speak with a pastor; tracks that
explain Salvation; a What’s On flyer outlining weekly inclusive events at
BassoChurch; and The Challenge News.
After the service, all four team members reconnect with any new people
where possible, to make them feel welcome and answer any questions. Also,
teams for past weeks reconnect with people they have met.
Additionally, all team member lookout and chat with people standing on their
own or looking in need. As the team leader for the Welcome Ministry, Donna
prepares a weekly report to the Pastors, and sees to any follow-up matters.

So far, the Ministry has welcomed new people (ranging from solid Christians to
non-Christians) most weeks, and people that are visiting or returning to Basso
Church after some time way. Additionally, through observing and taking time
to chat, we have been able to identify and meet logistical needs of people.
The ministry has given a space for people to share concerns, such as, the
impact of COVID, new fears in life, answering questions about God, and
people wanting community to connect with. Many people have been invited
to Community Craft, Youth Groups and Sunday school.
The response from new people has been positive. People are sharing how the
simple things like having someone remember their name from past visits and
having someone sit with them and ask how they are going after a service, is
making them feel very welcome here at Basso Church. This is the purpose of
our Welcoming Ministry.

MISSIONS COMMITTEE
Coordinator: Sue Whisson
Committee: Graeme Jacques, Margaret Rampellini, Maureen Barrett and Reg
Fox
Overview of the Ministry
As a committee, we meet several times throughout the year to pray, and
discuss news of our missionaries, any unusual circumstances which are affecting
them, and disburse finances, especially from the Faith Promise Pledges.
We are also responsible for communicating back to our church family all that
pertains to our missionaries with news, highlights, problems, and developing
situations among where they serve.
It is essential that all news is passed on to the home group allocated to that
mission person. Vital intelligent prayer results as the happenings on the field are
shared.
Short paragraphs are used in the weekly Church Contact to highlight news
from various mission groups around Australia. It is a huge field, and to name a
few - ECC, European Christian Mission, MECO Middle Eastern Christian
Organization, Bible League, Wycliffe Bible translators, Bible Society, the Leprosy
Mission - they all share exciting Gospel news from around the world. Lives are
being transformed as the Gospel is heard and obeyed. Every pamphlet has a
financial page for those wanting to contribute financially. This is between you
and that group.
The mission corner at the back of the church is updated regularly with new
pamphlets and colourful articles. These can be perused at leisure, or spare
copies can be taken home.
Faith Promise in August and new faith pledges play an annual role in
highlighting the importance of missions within church life. Selected mission
speakers challenge each of us with a mission flavoured sermon, usually
representing a mission group here in Australia. This is a reflecting time, as we
seek the Lord`s will for our involvement, either by prayer, regular contact or
financial giving for another 12 months. Faith pledges are anonymous, and the
mission flyer clearly explains what is expected.
We also organize Bibles for the Persecuted Church. This raises much needed
funds for Bible League to distribute Bibles to those who are in desperate need
worldwide. This is an annual event which comes with a specific monthly prayer
book, and a short video highlighting peoples experiences living with
persecution.

We love visits from our mission families. Rachael Tims, Elise Long, the Randall
family, and last year, the Chapman`s as well as Vicki and Juan were on home
leave. Hearing in person, of their lives in faraway countries, brings mission closer
and more personal for each of us. They are no longer just a name, but flesh
and blood, and a part of our Basso Church family.
Missionaries we support financially as a Church (through the general offering,
and Faith Promise):
Rob & Shelley Chapman [Mexico];
Elise Long [Crossview—formerly New Tribes Mission—Philippines];
Pete & Mel Sharp [Pioneer Mission Group — Central Asia],
Nathan & Amy Randall [Australian Fellowship of Evangelical Students (AFES) Curtin University, Perth],
Rachael Tims [Crossview—Philippines],
Juan & Vicki Roberton [WEC - Middle East],
Pastor Kaifa & Lily [Asian Evangelical Fellowship (AEF) - North East India],
Hope India Mission
Bunbury Aboriginal Christian Fellowship,
Challenge Newspaper / Impact Africa,
Child Evangelistic Fellowship (CEF)

COMMUNITY CRAFT GROUP
Leaders – Reg & Dot Fox
Instructors - Gail Walker (ceramics) and Shelley Campbell (water colour)
Kitchen – Joanne Sundra
The Group entered its twentieth year of community outreach in early February,
2020.
At the time, few, if any, would have anticipated the worldwide effects of
Covid-19.
Essentially for health reasons, a range of restrictions was imposed, some of
which have had an effect on our Group.
We were unable to meet from March 17, 2020, before resuming on June 16,
2020. During that time a number of health-based limits applied which remain in
place.
At the beginning of the year under review there were fifty-three (53) members
of the Group. There were 53 members at the end of the year. The average
attendance for the twenty-eight (28) weeks on which we met was thirty-six (36).
Since the onset of the pandemic, a number of our members have been unable
to attend, mainly for health reasons. However, when Community Craft resumed
in June, we were able to welcome some members of the Noranda C of C Craft
Group. Their crafts include water colour painting (with an instructor), and paper
tole.
Once again, some Craft members have provided a variety of gifts for the
Samaritan's Purse annual "Love in a Shoebox" appeal. Monetary gifts have also
been given to support:
Impact Africa
Indigenous Ministries Australia
Church of Christ Overseas Aid (COCOA)
The Chapman Family (Mexico City)
Elise Long (Palawan)
The amount given to COCOA consists of the contributions given on our last five
meetings of the year. A spot talk is given each time to share the Gospel - The
Word of Love, Hope and Light. Sharing individually with folk sometimes opens
opportunities to share and to shine the Light into the lives of folk - often
struggling with issues.

Each year we extend an open invitation to attend our final meeting of the year
(the Break-up Party). We hope to be able to do so again later in the year.
For the "behind the scenes" people who contribute to the Function of
Community Craft we extend our sincere appreciation:
The "Setting Up" teams
Those who assist in serving.
Many others who assist in so many ways.
Loving thanks to you all

THE CARPENTER’S WORKSHOP
Leaders - John Barrett and Zalman Jacques
It’s been an interesting year in the workshop. With a healthy end to 2019 and
beginning of 2020, where we were able to meet regularly on Tuesday
afternoons and the first Saturday of each month, we saw numbers around ½
dozen during scheduled shop time. An enforced hiatus fortunately didn’t last
too long and with risks mitigated we got back to work. Our numbers have
fluctuated but with regular and new attendees, both from within and outside
the church, the ½ dozen has seen double figures at times.
Thanks to the generous donation of some additional tools and machinery from
the families of God’s own carpenters, we have a well-stocked workshop used
for maintenance and personal projects. Along with a coffee and a chat, we
have fixed or made tables and bookcases, the weird and wonderful, to the
next ingenious invention. We’d love to see you at the workshop, so come along
on a Tuesday or the first Saturday of each month, or if you’d like to check it out
to see what you could do, come and see us.

EVANGELISM MINISTRY
Leader – Jennifer Yarnell
During this year an evangelism ministry at Bassendean Church of Christ has
been involved in Street Witnessing and Challenge Paper Outreach
Street Evangelism – Friday Night Ministry
On most Friday nights between 7:30 - 9 pm and less frequently on Sunday
afternoon some of us from BCC hand out tracts, bibles and DVD’s and the
Challenge Newspaper in Murray St and Hay St Malls. The people involved in this
ministry are Jenny Yarnell, Lois and Kevin Host as well as a number of others on
a casual basis. During Covid lockdown the church’s public trading permit was
suspended by the City of Perth however, they have since reinstated the permit
and have extended it beyond the usual 12-month period. BCC is one of the
few ministries that have continued in the City since the requirement of a permit
was introduced. Two benefits of this has been that we have gained a good
reputation with the city’s rangers and that there are more people on the street
that know us.
When on the street we seek opportunities to share the gospel with anyone
willing to either take a gospel tract, challenge newspaper or other Christian
materials. In one evening each person will usually engage at least one person
or a group of people in an extended conversation resulting in people hearing
the gospel message (sometimes for the first time). The types of people that
respond range in age from the very old to young teenagers out for a night out
on the town. There are also a variety of people from many different cultural
backgrounds and religious beliefs. Please continue to pray for the effectiveness
of this ministry.
Bassendean Markets Outreach – Each Summer Seasons
Every year during the summer season beginning this year on Saturday the 31
Oct and ending on the 30 March 2021 Bassendean Church of Christ runs an
outreach stall at the Old Perth Road Markets approximately once a month.
People involved in this ministry include Liina Pittaway, Anthony Pittaway, Lois
Host, Kevin Host and Jennifer Yarnell who man the stall, as well as John Kirk,
Kevin Taffurelli and a number of others that pitch in to help with set up and
pack up. This is quite an undertaking as there is a large amount of equipment
to be transported. During the evening the team with hand out, flyers that give
details of the church activities, Christian DVD’s, gospel tracts and Bibles. The
team are also trained to be intentional about engaging people in gospel
conversations.

Gospel Tracts and Challenge Paper Distribution
During the Covid lockdown it wasn’t possible to continue work in the city thus
time was spent in distributing the Challenge Newspaper in a systematic manner
to all the residences in Bassendean, Kiara, Lockridge, Eden Hill, Bennett Springs
and Beechboro. This area population is approximately 30 000 people. The
Door-to-Door ministry is now returning to these areas to follow up.
In additions gospel tracts were also distributed in a variety of other suburbs
further afield such as Noranda, Balga etc. Over 10 000 residences were given
a gospel tract.

DOOR TO DOOR MINISTRY
Leaders - John Barrett & John Shaw
The number of people visited this year has been less obviously because of
Covid-19 limitations and partly due to fewer in the team being available for
various reasons.
However, 2020 has been another year of great blessing for us all as we get to
see some of the same folk more often. Last year, of the 150 conversations had,
one in five had been seen before. This year, of the 120, it is one in four. This is
very encouraging as we endeavour to build relationships.
Thank you all for your ongoing prayerful encouragement, we can’t
overemphasize just how precious your love and prayers are for us and people
you may never meet this side of heaven.
Please pray for us to grasp specifically the beliefs and needs of each individual
as we share the Gospel with them. As you can imagine with all the faiths and
philosophies around these days, confusion reigns supreme. However, “greater is
He who is in us than he who is in the world”. To God be the glory through Jesus
Christ His Son.

WOMEN TO WOMEN
Committee – Colleen Kirk, Kaye Holmes, Sam Taffurelli, Sue Whisson, Lois Host,
Emma Russell & Sarah Russell

MOTHERS BIBLE GROUP
•
•

Donna Chapman: Leader and organiser
Sue Whisson: Creche

We give thanks to God, that despite Covid-19, we were still able to meet as
women to encourage each other. Our theme for this year was “Bloom where
you are planted”.

The purpose of this group is to gather Christian Mum's together in a Christian
setting - to connect with and support each other, and to study and grow in The
Word regarding Christian parenting, marriage, and family life.

Our first meeting of the year was on Saturday the 14th March, one week before
the Covid-19 restrictions came into effect. At this meeting we had Kate Powell
share with us, including her work as a chaplain/missionary to the aboriginal
communities around Derby.

This year the Mum's and I chose two Life Guide Bible Studies booklets - Fruit of
the Spirit and God's Love. All the women openly shared their Bible knowledge,
their present needs, and prayed together.

We had our annual women’s worship evening on the 1st August with Amy
Shanks, Naomi Haynes and Tash Wendel running the evening. It was a
delightful time to worship God together. We also had Jenny Yarnell share her
testimony – it was truly moving.
On Tuesday the 8th September, we had a coffee and cake night, but it ended
up becoming (thanks to Kaye Holmes’ help) a coffee and desert night and
making sure everything was in line with Covid restrictions. Lyn Chambers, a
Christian from Boyup Brook, shared her knowledge and wisdom on tulips and
bulbs.
God willing, we look forward to meeting again on Tuesday the 1st December
for our annual Christmas Dinner.
We really appreciate being able to work together under Christ with such unity
and purpose.
We also give thanks to Lucy Gonzalez for her role in producing encouragement
packs that we give out to ladies in our church who are going through a difficult
time and need encouragement.

Toward the end of last year and the beginning of this year, the number of
mum's attending was steady and growing. There were usually three to four
regular attendees and two new mums started to attend before COVID
lockdown.
When COVID restriction eased, we attempted to recommence, but the
number of women able to come was small and inconsistent. At present, the
group is on hold. I am unsure if the group will reform this year and if so, whether
it will run the same as before. Next term, I will ask the ladies if they would like to
discuss options and changes for the group.

